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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from
the State of New York.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by Dr.
Vaughn W. Baker, pastor of Christ
United Methodist Church in Fort
Worth, TX.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Gracious and loving God, the One in
whom we live and move and have our
being, we call upon You this day, seek-
ing Your blessing in this U.S. Senate.
We call upon You for wisdom and cour-
age, knowing that without You we can
do nothing but also knowing that in
You we can do all things.

We remember that every good and
perfect gift comes from You, the Fa-
ther of lights, and we seek Your pres-
ence and blessing in all we do this day.
We remember the words of Scripture
which remind us, saying, ‘‘Blessed is
the nation whose God is the Lord.”

We thank You for the sacred gift and
trust given to us in the Senate, looking
to You in all things, through Christ, in
whose Name we pray. Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND led the Pledge of Allegiance, as
follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The assistant legislative clerk read
the following letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, April 15, 2010.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND, a Senator from the State of New
York, to perform the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Madam President, there
will be a period of morning business
today as soon as I finish. There will be
10 minutes for each Senator. The ma-
jority will control the first 30 minutes
and the Republicans will control the
final 30 minutes.

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the
extension of unemployment benefits
and others. Yesterday, I filed cloture
on the substitute and the bill. The fil-
ing deadline for first-degree amend-
ments is today at 1 p.m. Currently, we
have two Coburn amendments pending.
We would like to dispose of those
amendments and complete action on
the bill today. I have had some con-
versations with Senator COBURN, and
he believes we can finish this today. I
would hope we can. If others have
amendments to offer, I would hope
they would do it as soon as possible.
The reason for that is that we could
finish early today and allow people to
make arrangements for tomorrow.
Right now, people are scheduled out for
tomorrow. If we can get out early
today, they can make other arrange-

ments for tomorrow. People simply
have to decide if we are going to have
to be here tomorrow morning. The
sooner we have the Republicans tell us
that, the better off we will be.

Madam President, I would ask the
Chair to now announce morning busi-
ness.

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness for 1 hour, with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 10
minutes, with the majority controlling
the first 30 minutes and the Repub-
licans controlling the second 30 min-
utes.

————

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. REID. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum, and I ask
unanimous consent that the time dur-
ing the quorum be charged equally on
both sides.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.
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